
Rubbish

Hobart's current rubbish removal and recycling services work quite well -  nevertheless there is 
some small room for improvement.
Some voters voice a desire for hard rubbish collection day to come back. It was phased out for good
reason: it became a treasure hunt for backyard antique dealers, who picked up all the good stuff and 
left plastic rubbish blowing in the wind into the nearest fence/tree for the hard rubbish collectors to 
pick up after them. There are better solutions to getting rid of rubbish: McRobie's Gully tip already 
uses a truck to pick up serviceable items. But there's still plenty of hard rubbish that isn't in such 
good condition, and needs to be taken to the tip rather than having the tip come and pick it up. To 
make that easier, and avoid rubbish dumping, a system of vouchers for council residents would 
work quite well. For those residents who don't have a vehicle nor access to one, trading those 
vouchers to a neighbour with a vehicle improves hard rubbish removal.
Then there's hard-to-recycle items, like batteries and mobile phones. Hobart City Council currently 
has trialled a disposal point for such items, and it would be much more effective if there many more
such disposal places.
Then there's the elephant in the room: glass recycling in the form of a container deposit scheme.
Many voters think a glass recycling scheme is a state rather than local issue, and that's mostly true 
but necessarily the case... It is local councils which handle rubbish and recycling after all. The 
strongest reason for a container deposit scheme is that central Hobart is the council most affected by
broken glass bottles, primarily on footpaths. I grew up in a country where it's normal to see the 
poorest and most enterprising of drunks (you didn't have to be one of them, I did it for pocket 
money) walking around early in the morning picking up all their glass bottles in order to help fund 
the next round of drinks. Instead we have broken glass everywhere, and multiple negative 
consequences such as increased insurance costs and parks banning the drinking of alcohol.


